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compiled from the latest and most trustworth}' authorities, the work is 
to be heartily recommended. 

There is no work of the same cost which presents so much informa- 
tion in such usable shape as does this. For bible classes and such 
persons as desire to study biblical history thoroughly they will be found 
especially valuable. S. M. 

Reasons for the Higher Criticism of the Hexateuch. By Rev. 

Isaac Gibson. Introduction by Rev. Willis Hatfield 
Hazard, Ph.D. Philadelphia: Jacobs & Co., 1897. Pp- 
100, 8vo. Price $0.50. 

Mr. Gibson's little book is worthy of unqualified praise. The 
reviewer knows of no work which sets forth more succinctly, clearly, 
and forcibly the main arguments for the modern critical hypothesis in 
regard to the origin of the Hexateuch. It is not technical and scien- 
tific, in the sense of being a reinvestigation of the grounds of Hexa- 
teuchal analysis and a contribution to the development of criticism, 
nor is it popular, in the sense of appealing to the careless and super- 
ficial general reader. It is designed rather for those who have minds 
trained to follow a scientific argument but who lack time and special 
preparation to study a purely technical work. Books that are adapted 
to the general reader and that are at the same time scientific are rare, 
so that it cannot be doubted that this work will have a useful career. 

The general plan of the treatise is, to exhibit the rise and spread 
of the critical theory of the Hexateuch in Germany, England, and 
America, to meet certain traditional and dogmatic objections to it, and 
to present the main phenomena, such as parallel narratives, discrep- 
ancies, and linguistic peculiarities, which demand the assumption of 
the use of documents by the compiler of the Hexateuch. Then a 
number of the more striking "doublets" are given in translation in 
parallel columns to illustrate the results of the analysis; and finally, 
the age, purpose, historicity, and inspiration of the documents are dis- 
cussed. 

One might occasionally take exception to the author's critical con- 
clusions as, for instance, (p. 41) that Ex. 34, 10-28 is another version 
of "the ten words." This theory rests wholly upon an interpretation 
of Ex. 34, 2%b which to say the least is forced. There the covenant 
that is mentioned is distinguished from the covenant just given by the 
appositive, " the ten words," which shows that the person who wrote is 
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not meant to be Moses but Yahweh, in accordance with uniform tradi- 
tion in regard to the origin of the Decalogue. On p. 76 there is a 
lack of proper discrimination between the original text of H in Lev. 
17 and the secondary priestly elements. The original H contained as 
free a law of sacrifice as the Book of the Covenant, and P's limitation 
applies only to the desert situation and was never meant to be put into 
operation. These, however, are minor matters which do not affect the 
validity of the author's main argument. 

In regard to the age of the sources of the Hexateuch Mr. Gibson 
takes his stand with the school of Graf. Here he does not make it 
sufficiently plain that theories in regard to the age of the sources differ 
much more widely than in regard to the analysis. His method is more a 
statement of the Grafian position than of the reasons for that position, 
and consequently, this part of his work is inferior to the earlier por- 
tions. He also fails to show how on the Grafian hypothesis one can 
hold any higher estimate of the historical credibility of the sources. 

L. B. Paton. 



The Times of Jesus. By Lewis A. Muikhead, B.D. (Hand- 
book for Bible Classes.) New York : Imported by Charles 
Scribner's Sons. Pp. 179. Price, 60 cents net. 

As other volumes in this excellent series have already treated of 
the geography of Palestine and the inter-bibical history, the author of 
the present volume limits himself to description of Jewish life under 
Roman administration. In so doing he treats of the language, econ- 
omic and daily life of Palestine, its administration, the various sects, 
and the Messianic hope. In addition, the volume contains an 
appendix upon the feasts of the Jews. 

Wholly apart from the necessity of completing the series, this little 
volume has a mission of its own. To begin with, its style and literary 
finish are good. The author has the happy gift of presenting details in 
their proper perspective. His point of view is thoroughly modern (as 
may be seen in his use of critical events in the Old Testament, and 
his references to Paul's rabbinism), and if he has not often given refer- 
ences or literature, he has digested Schurer thoroughly. A further 
commendable quality is that of independent judgment that is evidently 
steadied by use of sources. Of this there is an exceedingly good 
illustration in his note in the Book of Enoch, p. 142. There is much 
sutruestive writing also in regard to the whole matter of the Messiah- 



